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Notes:

1. We have started reference to Books like PrAtiSAkhyam, (English Translation
and Comments by Mr. W.D Whitney), PAnini's AshtAdhyAyl published by
Sindhu Charan Bose (originally by Indian Press Benaras in 1891), translated in
English by Shri Chandra Vasu.

2. We are also trying to understand the works of VyAsa SlkshA and PAnini
SlkshA with available English translation. In addition we have started reading of
SIkShA material for JatA and Ghana Paatam which gives various specific Vedic

recital and grammar rules.

Our Articles will keep undergoing periodical changes with reference our learning
and understanding. We request readers to check for new versions uploaded in

the vedavms.in website.

We note that PrAtiSAkhyA in his work (period much earlier to PAnini) has
recorded the difference in application of grammar rules or different opinions of
other Saints/Sages before his time. Some rules or differing opinions quoted in
his work are great names like vAImIki, ArtreyA, PauSkarasAdi, PIAKSI,
KaundinyA, GautamA, SaityAyana, SamkRutya, UkhyA, KANDamAyanA,
AgnivEShyA , PIAksAyanA, HaritA ,SAnkhAyanA,MimAmSA and few other
Saints/Sages.

Abbreviations for reference will be used as below:

PrAtiSAKhyA - PS
PAnini's AshtAdhyAyl — PA
VyAsa SlkshA — VSI
PAnini SlkshA - PSI
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Version Notes: Version 0.5 dated March 31, 2022

Ref Previous Version 0.4 dated August 31, 2020

1. The Examples which were in language-wise tables have been merged

into one table row for one example in each of the three languages.

2. Correction in Section 2.5 — ‘S’ removed. ‘th’ is not added after n when

followed by S. it becomes nC.

3. Editing mistakes and some grammar corrections have been

incorporated.
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1 Veda Swaras - Dheerga Swaritam

1.1 Introduction:

This document articulates the subject of basic conventions applicable to Dheerga
Swaritam in Krishna Yajur Veda only. This Swara is rendered in the upper note
like Swarita for twice the time (MAtra) scale applicable to the letter for which it is
marked. Please note that the upper note of Dheerga Swarita extension is
made of the vowel part/sound of the letter in case of Consonants and
Conjunct Consonants. Dheerga Swaritam is not applicable to gm and gg.

Explanation is given below
I

1. T8l (svAha+ @, here after svAha “a” is raised one step up )

I
ha
2. TTel: (svAha +2@+ ° | here after svAha “a” is raised one step and “ha”

of visargam is further raised , thus 2 steps up )

3. &M@l (svAha + a» here after svAha “a” is lowered by one step )

4. &8l (svAha + ha, here after svAha only “ha” is lowered by one step.

letter “ha” of visargam). Please see the difference in exp 2 (2 steps up) and
example 4 (only one step down of “ha” only)
PS rule: “It is all a slide say teachers”. It means that the movement to upper

or lower swaram is a slide. It should not be abrupt.

The Dheergha Swarita is marked as ‘ ‘ above the letter.

In classical books published in the past, this will be marked as ‘swaritam only and
the students are expected to learn the rules and render the same with dheerga
swaritam under the guidance of the Guru.

This is an extension of Swarita only through elongation of time of rendering.
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2 Basic Rules for Dheerga Swarita in Krishna Yajur Veda

The Swaritam for an aksharal/letter becomes elongated to or acquires Dheerga
Swaritam under the following conditions/rules:
1. The akshara/letter is a Dheerga Letter (long) and it has acquired Swaritam
(by Swara Principles) and is followed by a Samyukta Aksharalletter
(Conjunct Consonant/Samyukta akshara a few examples like Sra, hya, Sya,

Bya, kra, tya), then Swaritam becomes Dheerga Swaritam.

2. The mantra / statement (Ruk) ends with a long(dheerga) akshara with
Swaritam (as per Swara Principles), that long akshara acquires Dheerga

Swaritam.

3. The mantra /statement (Ruk) ends with an anuswAram (whether long or
short) which has a Swaritam (higher note), then that anuswAram acquires a
Dheerga Swaritam.

4. The mantra has a word with dheerga (long) anuswAram (a few examples
taam, Vaam, ShAm, yAm, teem, naam) in the middle of the Ruk,
which has a Swaritam (higher note), then that dheerga (long) anuswAram
acquires a Dheerga Swaritam. This an extension of Rule 1 only.

Note: There are exceptions to this rule where the Mantra has been taken

from other Vedas like Ruk, Sama and Atharva Veda.

Note: Under each head we have tried to provide a number of examples.
The reader is requested to go through the normal Suktams to analyse each of
these examples. All examples given here are taken from books already uploaded

by us in our website “www.vedavms.in”.
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2.1 Dheerga Swaritam before Conjuct Consonants (joint letters)

2.1.1 Examples in Sanskrit
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Notes and Explanations:

1. All the Dheerga Swaritams are for Dheerga (long letters)
which are followed by a Samyukta Akshara — Conjunct Consonants.

2. The symbol “S” is called avagraha. This represents that a short “a” (31,3,

@) sound is hanging due to the Sandhi rule applied to join words or

padams. This has a value of half maatra. This is not treated as an Akshara
for this rule. An avagraha cannot have swaram. So, the rule applies based
on the joint letters after avagraha. This is marked in yellow.

3. Please note that the letter ksha (&1, &9, &) is a joint letter (conjuct

consonant) formed by adding kh+sha, &T=_@: + U; Foy = Gt oy ;

U = & (or 61 ) + aM) therefore the Dheerga Swarita rule applies.

4. The last four examples given (in bold and italics for reference) with a
Dheerga letter and Visargam, this follows the Dheerga Swarita rule;
because, the Visarga in these cases will acquire a halant “ph”, ik while
rendering so that becomes a joint letter (here phpa, ikka which are Samyukta
Akshara (conjunct consonants).

5. Letters like kRu, tRu, mRu are Swarayukta aksharas(letters) (normal
consonants) and should not be mistaken for Conjunct Consonants.
In such cases, the dheerga swaritam rule does not apply if letters like
kRu, tRu, KkE etc. succeeds swarita dheerga Iletter.
The formation of Swarayukta aksharas is “consonant + vowel”, as
shown below.

F+E=F, d+E=7
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T+ T=7h T+ =dt
5+ B =6G 5+ 6B =56
& + ¢ =GC& & + o1 = Cgen
&+ Q=) O +=m
& +af = CH, O + B = OV

Example - where dheegra letter with swaritam preceeds swarayukta
aksharas (normal consonant) and does not acquire dheerga swaritam

fl I ﬁ “ByO” does not acquire dheegra

swaritam.

|
BGLOT &4@5S,GeroL,Guim

1 |
NYLACATVRLD NYLACNAIDYIR

:ﬂ:ﬁ' a_g_a_ mO” does not acquire dheegra

swaritam

Lr,(ﬁmrlr U3 GH &
oo 6N ANCD)

6. Check the foIIowmg mantra from Udaka Shantl

?}c;on u{wcuﬁﬁ‘ﬂ E@UWW waﬁﬁﬁw
ﬁwﬁwﬁ—ﬂ ‘ﬂfifﬂ?’rmﬁﬁ“ﬂ
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Explanation: The letter “ney’ in “neytrA” is dheergam and it is followed by
‘trA’ a conjunct consonant. In the first three cases (marked green), ‘ney’
has swaram and has acquired Dheerga Swaritam.

In the next two cases (marked in yellow), it does not acquire any

swaram as per swarm principles.

Then it will be an UdAtta (medium or normal) note only.

2.2 Exception for the first letter of a statement/Ruk.

The Start of a Ruk, the first akshara of the word/padam cannot be a Dheerga
Swaritam generally. Now lets us see how it impacts the rule, let us take an example
from Laghu Nyasam:

Eﬂ@ﬁﬁ?{f@m |

urr36\_fr)6’mrr Jlb & UGTUQQM'—ZQJ |
woemjommaagﬂn%@l |
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‘baa’ is a Dheerga akshara. It is followed by ‘hvO’ a conjuct Consonant (joint letter).
The Swaritam acquired by ‘baa’ remains a Swaritam and it does not become a
Dheerga Swaritam.

Though this is rendered as shown above, many Scholars render this nyasam
without Swaram, the verse in this nyasam seems to be split into small ruks. The
Swaram as it is derived from continuous rendering seems to be retained in the
above ruk. This does not follow normal principles of Swaram acquisition. Readers
are requested to note this section for theoretical interest only.
Pada Paatam does not recognize any Padam to start with Swaritam unless it
is Sandhi resulting in a Swaritam called NityA.
E.g. SvitamasmAkam, vyuptakEsAya. Here no such Sandhi is present.
We have not provided the Swaram for this nyAsam in our Siva Stuti Book.
The key exception is discussed below.

2.3 Exceptions for Misra Vowel sounds (AE, ,Ai, O,Au) due to

special rule:

PS- Rule 12.9 - When the elided ‘@’ is anudAtta, the preceding misra vowel
if udAtta, then that udAta becomes swarita. A Swaritam (either normal or
dheerga swaritam) formed through this rule is called AbhinihitA.

When letter ‘a’ or vowel sound ‘a’ is followed by conjunct consonants, it
acquires an anudAtta swaram which is as per grammar rule. (Ref PA)

If the previous letter becomes a misra vowel sound like ae, ai, O, au, the
previous misra vowel, if it is udAtta, becomes swarita. Now ‘a’ is elided to an
avagraha following ‘O’, ’ae’ sound, it leaves the conjunct consonant
following it. Therefore, the acquired swarita becomes dheerga swaritam.

, o o I e
Wi S{G;Gemged Geoug, GILITS&,CarTmISHemd Gaug

Q2 @REUNOOWD Mo IR EQOSEUNOOIWMMo CAUB @

vedavms@gmail.com Page 13 of 33



14

Dheerga Swaritam

| L
T TS gafsar “og
LLI: gmzmr"mrrsgm

. I 0 .

Lig&leiglq ,&TLD

I
@3 @PAAIMINo (@ a0
_ v _ (@] _

1 | L

AL FfAfSar “ag
]

Gu_lrrsuzmr"mrrsmb

. I o . 2 I
Lpgleiolq ,5MD "Geug,

E@IsANIMONIo (al@]aHlmd0
anv _ (@] _

“eqin “eqin
11
ﬁ- o \ ﬁ- o \
]
CH SiLI4(H66HT60 G SLi (Ih 621607601
11
e @M (6N) U | €@ s(eniam |

]
q: STEAT ST SUTERMH

ev: slelong, 6 @BaGL -

|
SUMSMDG

lti’lrmm@ﬁr—smm“ \

1
GendmSeroms., 6o @6 GL -

|
SUMT&ITLD&

www.vedavms.in

Page 14 of 33




Dheerga Swaritam

(V8 @RI EnYO-
__ D I S

sald (&HO0®

EONI SOOIV Y BaY O—
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sald (&HO0®

In the examples given above, the ‘ya’,

sa becomes ‘yO’, sO due to visarga

sandhi rule; they have acquired swaritam and now immediately followed by
conjunct letters (joint letters) so they acquire dheerga swaritam.

In case of ‘tE’ the ‘ae’ sound is a misra vowel. It acquires swaritam as per
rule. These are samples of exceptions for “statement starting with Dheerga

Swaritam”.

Exception for ‘OM’:

ﬁ%@mlsﬁ"m_@usﬁﬁw

A aea |

]| ]|
P §53 LUTamid | eLb
1
5 UTUY: | QD HSTHLOM |
]|
@ $5,6rOGWID |

6300 @B(6NINMD | 6300 MBIOW)S

6300 @RBOMMO | 300 LAV (o

The letter OM is special and starts
with a Dheerga Swaritam as a first

letter.

Please note that letter OM as a letter is an exception to start with Dheerga
Swaritam as a first letter in a statement. ‘O’ is Dheergam followed by
anuswAram and with next letter if it forms Conjunct Consonant,

‘O’ needs to be extended hence Dheerga Swaritam.

vedavms@gmail.com
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16 Dheerga Swaritam

Ghana DarpaNam Ref (99-104).
The exceptions given for OM is for O(gm) suvaH, O(gm) Satyam in Yajur
Veda paatam and further the six words that follow in the following

mantra from MahaNArAyaNOpanishad
1

. 1 1
3 ?IEE'G‘]T | @b §5, Lgamid | 8o @B(eNIO |
Here the ‘M’ of OM can be rendered as ‘n’ because of the following letter is of
‘ta’ varga and the ta varga nasal is ‘n’ so it can be

[ ’
3ﬁTﬂE\'§'E'JT | g§5g,§)3 U7emio | 8oa0s(eninao |

2.4 Exception when the following letters have special recital

characteristics:

Let us take the following examples:

fry e T R

uE4é§\3m\’2‘ GTBEQ')LDQ')FI'Z LIIT 484D é‘léli’l'].s);)gl

| | |
@ocfﬂm\‘{ VALY RN 2118 1@.aH ]

| I
o o SMLE0AT: YIom: |

eruLlg 6me U[I5T]6)96'6'MUJH: LITJIT 60OTIT:
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] 1]
MVl OeN U0 l@aM6em (O3 (A106MOS

| [
T ASEfd Wiad
1 |
Cyenr CHMSP.AMS avLfH,8l,SID

cOm cHsBAND] m)m@raul"l(mlo

The letters marked in yellow are dheerga letters with swaram followed by
a conjunct consonant (joint letter).
The letters do not acquire dheerga swaritam.

When the Ietter-{., J. @ is followed by letters of class (5, erv, av),

(q-) 6)9’ ﬂﬂﬂ), (—:?—l-, Uu, (m)a g; m n—n) or (af, @, g ), as a rule the

‘r’ is extended to double its maatra value..instead of half. This representation
of ‘r' is called Swarabhakti in technical terms. Swara bhakti treated as
Swarayukta akSharam only and as a rule does not get Dheerga Swaritam.
Kindly refer to Section 5 in our Article on Basics of Veda Recital.

Key references are given from JatA DarpaNam in that Article.

Rule 69 - The Dheerga Swaritam that forms before Swarabhakti remain only
swaritam.

Exception Observed:

TS 6.3.7.2 the following statement appears twice in this Panchati.

The ‘mA’ is a dheerga letter with swaritam followed by ‘r’ but is not followed
by a consonant of ‘Sha’ but a conjunct of ‘ti’ with ‘Sh’.

The Dheerga Swaritam is retained.

11 "
@L'HT@, 6roLd LDHI']Q'QI.Q., Vo moﬁn%’l
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18 Dheerga Swaritam

2.5 Exception - Dheerga Swarita effect in following letter:

A hrasva (short) letter is followed a joint letter (conjunct consonant) through
a rule and that short letter acquires dheerga swaritam but reflected in the next letter
during rendering.

Let us explain this with a direct example:

When “n” is followed by sa,Sha, an ‘th’ is added to smoothen the flow of letters
as per Consonant Sandhi rule. When the word before ‘n’ is a short letter(hrasva)
and it get a swaritam, it is difficult to render it with the following joint letter (Conjuct
Consonants). The letter is extended to dheerga swaritam, since it is difficult to
elongate a short letter, the effect of dheerga swaritam is extended the following

letter which is ‘n’.

I I I
n .
m Il'%]gcbd\ G ATdl f@{ eruLhl, (G)CT\%'] is a short letter.
1l ,
g)GfULmE,&)Z-GT\PEI']GGONH It is followed by nth, the effect of
extending is on ‘A’. Though ismi is

Llljg|4é5@§, (éGUrrufi marked with swaritam and it has
- Bl acquired dheerga swaritam, the real

@a\)lflln&_d‘ CT\)an(B(BéTnO !ﬂwl effect of rendering will be like
)]

I 1] |
oo Hiﬁl"-l\,efmﬁlfr,, (mm‘%’]cf&.
L@ &) eI10®°]

] n o | Here the effect of the dheerga
CIEERECEEE IS e

swaritam of ‘ya’ will be extended to

o
n.
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| 1
2 Geuunwl-coresNGeuunwhd.,
< |
6ru Lb GeuuTeuTer
@19 U U0 —M 16U ABLA

Vo EAILOM

H‘f@l:ll_"g{ g_ac ‘;Tfé'@?l’ Same as above
BaroLBIbS, erofeuld
(i lsioiq 81

(mmo);’I](TBLd’* al)dimo

(Al] n%ﬁ(mo

This is something similar to the short (hrasva) anuswAram letters at the end of a
statement and we get the effect of the extension of the dheerga swaritam in the
‘m’ part of that letter.

1 ' I, I I
Example: ava VaktAraM| AIddDR , si6u 6uSHSMLD,

@ UHBOMO00 .
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20 Dheerga Swaritam

It may be noted that some Veda books mark the swaram over ‘M’ and do not use
the anuswAram letter with a dot on the top of ‘r. The ‘ra’ and ‘M’ are printed
separately.

In Sanskrit grammar, the nasal letter fn’ gets treatment like M’ in specific

instances which students/learners must take note.
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3 Dheerga Swarita with (Dheerga) Lonqg Letters

at end of the Ruk

The Swaritam on the last Dheerga akshara (letter) acquires Dheerga Swaritam,

whether it has a halant ending, normal vowel ending or Visarga.

3.1 Examples in Sanskrit

[ 11
qEYTed HigH |
mmmﬂg&wnuﬂ @@4395 |

|
MUAN(NI U AU EaH |

| 0
AT g |

| |
SICMTHSTU &, (BEQ6GEN |

MO MOMMdMO wé%ﬂlﬁ(‘ém |

| [
e fafgd |
ToegCory ol aGHeg |

| 1
OSUCOV Al |

T

1

StaTer 9o
11

@mngz erojGeu ||

1
2010 crudeal i

l:rq{rwair—gqgm

| |
6rv GBI DEBLM3E-5,5,@5GUT |

wu#mnjﬂ?l?lm

co&,(ﬁurlr L,6hG)| gg;(:ul_ll |
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24 Dheerga Swaritam

Notes and Explanations:

1. Please note all this ending aksharas are long letters or long joint letters
with a maatra of 2 or more. (With or without visargam)

2. As per the rule explained above, all this letters/aksharas will acquire
only a Dheerga Swaritam. They will not acquire a Swaritam.

3. Readers are requested to check if any statement ends with a Dheerga
akshara and swaritam in the vAkyam/SamhitA of Krishna Yajur Veda
which they have learnt. Then this rule becomes clear.

4. All the above have a value of more than three maatra in terms of time
scale acquired status due to the Dheerga Swaritam. Those without
visargam have a maatra of 4 and with visargam or a halant has 5.
“Vishva maja namagre”.. has 4.5; the halant has 0.5 (g) plus “rey” with
dheerga swaritam has 4.

5. Check the following statement from Ganapathy-Atharvasheersham the
ending “taat” is a 2.5 maatra akshara. The previous statements in the
Atharvasheersam have Dheerga Swaritam. This statement does not
acquire any swaram and shall be UdAttam only (medium or normal note)

@a‘aﬁﬂfm@‘qﬁéwn

|
eroJeUGHT WMD urem urem erowhsTs |
. —
LBAIEDINJo Aldanlaldan] LDABIM I

Note: Kindly also note that the last letter is extended during recital; this
extension may slightly vary between various Schools.

www.vedavms.in Page 24 of 33



Dheerga Swaritam

4 Dheerga Swarita with anuswAram at end of the Ruk

When the AnuswAram is either long or short (hrasva or Dheerga) and it acquires

or has Swaritam, this will be converted to Dheerga Swaritam.
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Notes and Explanations:
1. When a short AnuswAram acquires swaram at the end of a
statement/Ruk, the Dheerga Swaritam adds to the musical note.
The normal maatra of 1.5 gets converted to 3.

2. In case of nishtyaam...’sh’ and ‘it’ are not extendable. They have a
value of half maatra each; the ‘yaam’ with a maatra of 2.5 extends to 5
with Dheerga Swaritam. The total maatra value of this akshara for
rendering is 6.

3. In case of nthaam, ‘n’ is half, thaam is five, the total maatra value for
rendering is 5.5.
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Dheerga Swaritam

5 Examples of Dheerga Akshara AnuswAram

(with long letters) in the middle of the mantra:

This is nothing but an extension of Rule stated in Section 2.1 on Dheerga

Swaritam before Conjunct Consonant. That is ‘m’ of AnuswAram and the first
letter of the following word should create a Conjunct Consonant.
But if the ‘m’ combines with a Vowel first letter of next word, it becomes a

Swarayukta Akshara (a normal consonant) then only Swaritam will be retained.

fmﬁ{'éﬁqﬁ?r

|
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((1220@00 (6NUONAEM\/ Nela
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28 Dheerga Swaritam
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] |
Guim emeu SO L, gemLoGevorm Gels,
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Notes: The readers might have observed that devAnAM with dheerga
swaritam appears in various places in Vedic texts.

The long (dheerga) anusvAram should stand as a word distinctly. When
combined with a ‘vowel’ letters and when a Swaryukata akshara (normal

consonant) is formed,

the anuswAram

The long letter retains its Swaritam only.

characteristic is

lost.

|
JHH HLATY
Gg)a;)rlrLb BEHNETT

|
C@MaHUd0 VM) MO

98T —

(AN \‘{ )
—
GCHOWRM-LD (BN 6T/

1
C@AUS -0 @) MOY

If tEShAm was a
separate word with its
dheerga anuswAram, it

would have become
1

tEShAm. After sandhi it

is mRu, a swarayukta
akshara only. ShA
retains its swaritam only

THHH STH 3,

|
6rOLDITEUTITETIMLD 2 5& LD
- 2
UoGeLmGaIT
I
MUAOMOIMI0 DA

CUDOBHD
60

6rOLDIT 63TITEOTIT
- |
(WHHLW VTGTCEHT
- |
MUAOMOMY DO
m) — —

CUDIO GBI
60

Here the anuswAram
ending is ‘nAm’.

‘m’ +’u’ gives mu a
simple consonant
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30 Dheerga Swaritam

AnuswAram ending with

| | | |
G 34 & TH: | | IEEIHT o TH: || ByAM. Similar to above.
- K- SeEmst ¢

|
IJE3M°IJ4U_IHLD &_g) IJE3M°IJ4ILIITQ£§)

| |
G% MBLD: | G MLo: |
| |
NIONN)E00 BD M | NIOANYERLON) @ ED)
T - - T - -
o3 | nms
Note:

When (gm) and (gg) are formed, the dheerga swaram rule will not be
applicable since the (gm) or (gg) acquire swaritam only.

Readers are requested to check the various Suktams you have learnt
normally.
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6 Special Observation of Dheerga Swaritam

with short AnuswAram

TS Ref. 6.3.8.3, 6.3.11.2 and 6.3.11.6
1 [

11 | 11 |
GG , €T, §.audf

610 LD, 3@ LILILDT &S, GroLD.BEBLBSMILDS, T 1D LELILIHS)

|
NV 0.£260 N1 NOMOD , (NV.L26M ANV (138 , ON0.E2610) A1 (D) ]

These words appear in the middle of a mantra. The prefix ‘saM’ is a short
anuswAram. But it is followed by a conjunct consonant ‘j’ and ‘gya’. It would be
difficult to recite only swaritam of ‘saM’ and move to jgya; a pause is given after
saM. Now it is difficult to recite saM in swaritam, so ‘saM’ acquires dheerga
swaritam to make the recital smoother.

This is by sound formation similar to tasminth sarvam pratiShTitam, tasminth
suparNo madhukrut kulAyi which have short vowels followed by Conjunct

Consonants.

6.1 Exceptions with observations

5 ] g | .__ I
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1 1
@OQo BN nﬂ(mj—e@.ngﬂe%om)\‘{

All the above mantras have been taken from Rig Veda where the principles of
Swaram application are different. In some instances, the swaram rules may
match with Krishna Yajur Veda principles also. Kindly follow the method
taught by your Guru but learn the nuances so that you can learn to recite along
with students of other Schools/Paddhatis.

The Veda students shall please take note of the same. We will be uploading
more and more rules as and when we learn, hence please recheck all the articles
for update in date and version periodically.

Note: - The Dheerga Swaritam Rules articulated here are applicable to all 5 types
of PAThAs, namely SamhitA, Pada, Krama, Jata and Ghana PathAs.

Please give us your Comments, suggestions and

feedbacks to vedavms@gmail.com.
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