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1 Veda Basics — Chandas

1.1 Introduction:

“ChandaH” ( @E:) refers to how the poetry or verse is constructed in

terms of certain well defined rules.The English reference word is ‘meter’.

A Chandas (Chanda:) has a rule of how many aksharas or there in a Chandas
and how it is distributed into distinct parts /legs/Paadams.

A person conversant with Tamil Grammar would know the specific area of
“Yappilakkanam’ (the grammar of poetry). This kind of metering a poetry verse
is common in all languages which we have normally come across in India.
Chandas represents a similar grammatical construction of poetry in Sanskrit.
Chandas is one of the six main parts (angas) of Veda.

There are a number of Chandas used in poetry and Vedas.

1.2 The Main Seven Chandas:

The Main Seven Chandas used in Sanskrit Poetry/Vedas are:
1. Gayatri: This Chandas has 24 Letters/Aksharas in each stanza/mantra
divided into 3 Paadas (parts/legs) of 8 Letters/Aksharas each.

2. Ushnik : This Chandas has 28 Letters/Aksharas in each stanza/mantra

divided into 4 Paadas of 7 Letters/Aksharas each.
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3. Anustup: This Chandas has 32 Letters/Aksharas in each stanza/ mantra
divided into 4 Paadas of 8 Letters/Aksharas each. Most of the Slokas in
typical classical Sanskrit uses this Chandas, most often recited being

Vishnu Sahasranamam and Lalitha Sahasranamam.

4. Brihati : This Chandas has 36 Letters/Aksharasin each stanzas or mantra

divided into four 4 Paadas (8 + 8 + 12 + 8) Letters/Aksharas.

5. Pangkti : This Chandas has 40 Letters/Aksharas in each stanza divided

into 4 Paadas of 10 Letters each (sometimes 5 Padas of 8 letters each)

6. Tristup: This Chandas has 44 Letters/Aksharas in each stanza divided into

4 Paadas of 11 Letters/Aksharas each.

7. Jagati: This Chandas has 48 Letters/Aksharas in each stanza divided into
4 Paadas of 12 Letters/Aksharas each.

Each of these Chandas has specific rules for how the aksharal/letter patterns are
formed. We limit our discussions to basic understanding of Gayatri and Anushtup
Chandas only as these are often used. As our team studies more about other
Chandas and right examples are found in the common area/subjects of Vedic
recital in Krishna Yajur Veda, a discussion note will be prepared for the mutual
benefit of Veda learners.
Please there are a number of Chandas other than these main seven. A Rishi
could have also propounded a mantra with a nicCrut (modified/defective)
chandras. Viz. nicCrut Gayatrl ChandaH.. as in Ganapathi AtharvaSIr.,.Sham.

We have restricted this note to what basics have been understood by us.
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1.2.1 PraNava Nyasa Reference:

During Sandhya vandanam, we pray/remember/thank main seven Chandas

during PraNavanyasa as follows:

PLEEIESE

TUIS HIO. 9&l, <al TafFws<: , G gad |

AT T SR — 31— Y -FH-afa-—Ttda- HrRau-
AT =T |

AT -3 — 3T~ F&dl— TgI— TI- FATI(-D<HT |

A — & —aAH - TEU— Tg— foae Tar- <ar |

1.2.2

LIT6UTeHUITENy :
Lyessiederowl (e Lanamion, GCHael smaunsflés, ha:,
LTS LOT G&hLeusm ||

40T, 6rolls eTam@BEemmid - HSH - U,yB&- GSero-
euelleol. - Q&BeMa&HLD- STUTWL - SiRSlgerv @pagul: ||
SMWNSIF - 2 606w - SigmIee@LU - Uy@Bams - UhsS -
BBERGL- RSFHWUD - FHFTOEN |
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3NG460M - QUMW - SIJHS - UTEL60 - QUHEWT - Qb 30- aNUTGe

CoHaeum- GCH6UST |

(aleMAIMN (VS

(AIeMOIANV 23nH1O (6ninmd, ¢RI’ cnocmumﬂgJ@aa: ;

AIOAO@DO GRAIMI I

210031 Val AIYan @m0 — @@~ By} -&LEM-Ialad-
NVODO— SHOUD (A I-BRERUN IO LnHU@: I
U)O@)L(mol—g%ﬂlﬁ']cea—mmln%lnj—6Tl|§r10(07°|— al® - QI GV
L2U0N® (U0—2.EMB0MV] I

@MU -] - @O B -UONINV- AU M- (MB- A{leuol

GRMAO— CRAUMO |

The main principle that we touch our head indicating remember/thank the
rishi who gave the mantra, touch the area above the mouth to remember
that the chandas be in your mouth(meaning proper recital) and touch the
heart, the Devata(s) who is/are worshipped be always in your heart.
Nyasam is the practice to concentrate your brain & heart and bring in the
spiritual forces you are worshipping into your Self.

Reader may also note that in the Eleventh Chapter of Chamakam reference to
“gift of verse “is made from “Chaturvigmsatischa me to
Ashtachatvaarigmscha me” indicating these seven Chandas.
(24,28,32,36,40,44,48)
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2 Gayatri Chandas

2.1 Introduction

Gayatri Chandas has been very often used in composing Gayatris for various
Devathas. The Chandas seems to get its name from the Gayatri Mantra which
follows Gayatri Chandas. The normal Gayatri Chandas in its original form has 24
letters of 3 Paadams of 8 letters each.

The normal recital shall be made as 2+1 Paadams and many books mark the
separator accordingly. Some schools insist on recital by each Paadam.

That is each Ruk consists of eight letters and there must be distinct pause

between Paadams.

There are many variants of Gayatri Chandas. They are generally referred to as
NicCrut Gayatrl Chandas. The meaning of the word “NicCrut” stands for untie or
loosen. Some term this as defective also taking dictionary meaning.

But scholars interpret it as modified Gayatris. Letters may vary from the
standard Gayatri Chandas, example 22 letters, 25 letters and 26 letters. Then the
method of recital is also defined by the Composing Rishi/Saint/Poet.

First we shall see some examples of Gayatri Chandas.
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2.2 Examples from Known Areas

2.2.1 Examples of Gayatri Mantra

| 1
3 Tegfa @_—ac T UF | (Paadam 1)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Tlgf‘ é- QQIT 3] e N P | (Paadam 2)

for ar ar =r cra?a m?rn (Paadam 3)

| |
S §F,6r0NGIT eUGTEUOTLILD |
| | |
u4|'](855r|r3 CH zeuarvwl §00mMl §,Gum Gumer: UFCEMS g |

I
QI & g,zm) 6)51 & eu Gy eunLD | (Paadam 1)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
| |
U, 0Gam; Go; e erowl 8, LD aml | (Paadam 2)

| |
gy, Gum Gum er: Ujy G&T &, WMH || (Paadam 3)
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800 @ wWaov Al @@ o 60 6mgo | (Paadam 1)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
| |
B @GN0 GR a oy Wl oo anl | (Paadam 2)

Wl GO GO ME (nl Gald B @O I (Paadam 3)

2.2.2 Examples of Gayatrees of Other Devata

| | |
T T W I@Te-THmguEradra R
1 2 3 4 5 6 78 -1 2 3 4 5 67 8

| 11

T Ars g T oA ||
1.2 3 4 5 6 7. 8 |
&SLG e ail§,06Cam esTSIeLT;Wwl §,naM) |

. I . . "o
SHCHBT H3bP: LTCETSH,IITS

|

& U ® eor w el S0 Cam
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
&7 G o eoILmy W 5, WL aM |

& HOBT &3 BHH: Uy Gem  F3 wms ||

|
@ @©@al] 0] a¥od @ al B2 ein
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
|
2l (& @ mwo @ wl a anll
| — 1
@ emd B ol (al G210 B @O ||
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W@w&%@aﬁﬁﬁﬂ% =i T8 lflﬂlCH;IId\ I
@ﬁ@%a@ﬁﬁﬂ%|ﬁﬁm§:wﬁﬁﬁn

| | |

&SLBG e all§,06am amrGs ,eumu §,aM |
| |

BSHCHT (BS37: UNGCETHITS ||

Lr,m]rru_lemrru_ll 6)5]53&(3@' 6).IH6T\)'°(3§)36)_IHU_II §,nam |
g)Lr,GLr,rr 6)5]6)9@)] uUG&n§3mn§ I

(m(mmyolnsuocw ANB2ENN BrNoERAI® Wz |

®EMI (owsg mezmorscwoan” |

MoEO@EMO® fl3nEan mom)lczrsmocw wWiloan |

®Eamo Ol Lmeuorscmoa» |

Now please check the other two Gayatris of Rudra and Vishnu.
They follow the same form and pattern. Many a times the swaram acquisition
shall be very similar.

2.3 Examples of Other Gayatris

|
T T@ TETE dr g2y madra &)
1 2 34 567 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
| I
aF M I/ T T A |
1 2 345 6 7 8 9 10
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Note: Total letters 26 ; third paadam has 10 to aaccomodate the name of
the Devata.

o I o I . . . I
QURTHSEM,U il5,0Cam ﬁ&mgzeam-g3\zm|_|]nm §,am |
@E%r‘r BTN \/am: UUG&E%”—'H,&) I

6l 8 1) &I, LI 6)5_] H4l0 Ggl)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8 sgem s,y eolgr W B, 1 e

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

& L’r,GLr,rlr BT g ey eam: Uy Gem S, u_IH’{T) I
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Note: Total letters 26 ; third paadam has 10 to accomodate the name of the
DevatA.

™ YoM RY (g0 © Wl o  anli
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

1
@ 6mo M © VY ans (al G210 B @O@ ||

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Note: Total letters 26 ; third paadam has 10 to accomodate the
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name of the DevatA.
WWU&%H%’H%@%&‘H?‘T@FH%I
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1M1 12 13 14 15 16 17
T A em f?{ar:cr%ﬁ?:zﬁ‘c[u

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Note: Total letters 26 ; First and Second paadams together has 17 letters
(instead of 16) and the third paadam has one more letter. (9 instead of 8)

| | |
um ,60& M el$;10Gam Wam$,&,uSHsImu &, naf |
| 1
SHCHT Y&l HUl: UUG&E§)3UJH§)

| |
um, g gr - w el S0 Gam
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

b am S5 H & gr w  F, v el |

8 9 | 10 1 12 13 14 15 16 17
1

& HCmm g 8y sw: Uy G&E Sy WIS |

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Note: Total letters 26 ; First and Second paadams together has 17 letters

(instead of 16) and the third paadam has one more letter. (9 instead of 8)
| |

B0 Y M @ nil B1D eGan
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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|
D an B © & © @ Wl o anll
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

| 1
@ emd @g Bl @8 (W G0 B @M ||
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Note: Total letters 26 ; First and Second paadams together has 17 letters (instead of 16)
and the third paadam has one more letter. (9 instead of 8)

It is important to note that Veda mantras are more like poetry and the defined
rules of grammar may not be always followed. Vedas are said to be older than
the times scholars see the definition/emergence of modern Sanskrit grammar
and related rules.

The Gayatris with different aksharas other than 24 letters have different names.
The rishi who composed the mantra has a definite way to express the meaning.
Then they also teach their students as to how the verse shall be recited.

In modern times, we see many variants of Gayatri for various types of Deities,
Sidda Purushas and also Gurus. The level of acceptance is different amongst
Vedic Schools.

vedavms@gmail.com Page 13 of 19



14 Chandas

3 Anushtup Chandas

3.1 Examples from known areas

3.1.1 Vishnusahasranamam

\ \
fasT WegA™ wiA — 3elieh 2

fo o fa W3 ¥ ZH T (Paadam 1)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8
Y d¥9 F 9 9 A T | (Paadam 2) the Ruk Ends.

)

Y dhd¥ d 9 Tjﬁ_(PaadamB)

Y dicHTH d | 9 Al (Paadam 4)
After 32 letters, end of the Chandas is indicated by ||

Q166w QMBI VCHTHID - UTGCELTHLD 1

all Uteuld &l el - 6l a9 L&T  Gom

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 (Paadam 1)
g 9 U, euw U, e &Uy  U: | (Paadam 2)

Uy & 8BS U, <5} 03@53 um, Geur (Paadam 3)

Uy ST HOT L, & umy, 6 H: || (Paadam 4)
After 32 letters, end of the Chandas is indicated by ||
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afloy) aVan(MOon BONO(@ — 8URI: 1

afl o Al oo - A oY S&HO 6O (Paadam 1)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

SN 3 Qg B U @l alg | (Paadam 2)

B @ &Hy® &) @ B\3 B GO (Paadam 3)

B @O @10 (3] @ O M3 I (Paadam 4)

After 32 letters, end of the Chandas is indicated by ||

3.1.2 Lalita Sahasranamam

AfeTdl YEHAW & — 30ilsh 2%

M fder v e e (Paadam 1)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

ot frar St 7w E 3 | (Paadam 2)
%ﬂ'ﬂ}g_"-?—l'l' &:l'_ﬂ'ﬁ'_i']'l' (Paadam 3)

N
A G AT R H A H Il (Paadam 4)
After 32 letters, end of the Chandas is indicated by ||
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LEOIGT VAMEVIBHIL VCHTHID - UTGeTHLD 118

S HWL all  Humr W amT all Gaur (Paadam 1)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1 el Hywmr &1 W Gev el g | (Paadam2)

n Gagm Ly uvom  Fag el §ywm  (Paadam 3)

& Sa, LM & b Csm g &1 || (Paadam4)

After 32 letters, end of the Chandas is indicated by ||

pIpilmd VAN MON OAVO(@ — EUO 118

@g ©n il B0 @ and il 30 (Paadam1)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

(1 Al B3O & o eav Al @9 | (Paadam 2)
(007 GAUD QW WO &Y 1 Aaf 340 (Paadam 3)

(@1 & SO & 0 e» Sl &I (Paadam 4)
After 32 letters, end of the Chandas is indicated by ||
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3.1.3 Rudram

| | | |
TAEET AT (P1) S AT ST T T T (P2)
12 3 456 7 8 72_345578

| | |
TR AFITT (P)agwr §d @ 7 T W (P4)

Lr,ulasfucg (hSH30 LEa'fru_ls)lJ 2. GCeMe @6);!(362 Lr,ula: |
Lr,ulasfucg CIRAV] g>46616)|1(8m uE3w|J4u_|rlr¢Eg> G Lr,ula:
b 6vCs G By D ebrul 6 (P1)

> Com 5 @ e G b o (P2)
b 0 ovGs o evg §, 66 Ger (P3)

|
ur, eo° buimr w5 G B w: | (P4)
™ 0 ey ), (B n my A (P1)
® GO O &n M e M 23 | (P2)
™ o ey @ my W ) em (P3)
N0 AN @,(55 ) ® e®™ m 23 | (P4)

Note: P1, P2, P3, P4 indicate the number of the Paadam.
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3.1.4 Purusha Suktam

| | |
e gE™ |(P)FT U & T H U | (P2)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 1

2 3 4

5 6 7 8

uﬁfr\lr*fir %ra{riraT | (P3) aa’lrf?rg—zirrg_f & | (P4)

| | | .
erV QMENVUTT.QQM Li(h6eQ: | 6roameiEagey eruamervyLms |

N4 I . . I Q0 . ) .
6V LL,LOID "@NUTUCHT 6U@BHOUT | HSWHOIQL 53 &4UUMRIEG 460D |

oV am ey

1 2

3

6 QM efonT

orv L,

LOILD

)

uw  Jeem U
4 5 6

Fag 66NV QM

|
uoen  Gam

I Q .
9 Sw & 9L, H3H; Il

3 1313
13 3

@ Oy

Wl  BaHO al)

U O an

< — |
Al w1 emd
S e U002

@ ag: | (P1)
7 8

GT\)II] urg | (P2)

sug  Geur | (P3)

R@; oo || (P4)
) otz 1 (P1)
Lml) alom | (P2)
Uy @10 1 (P3)
68N elo || (P4)
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3.1.5 Recital of Ahushtup Chandas:

The Veda Gurus/Scholars recommend that the rule to recite the Anushtup
Chandas is to evenly recite the four parts of the Chandas clearly with a pause
between one Paadam and the following Paadam. A longer pause is given after
the second and third Padam where a Ruk Stop (|) appears.

It should not be long to create a break.

3.2 Observations

1. When we get into the Second Anuvaham of Rudram, starting with Namo
HiranyabAgaVe, each of the lines do not form a specific Chandas; it seems
the total recital of one Anuvaaham or a set of Anuvaaham completes the
Chandas from various Rishis combined together.

2. Similarly, in Purusha Suktam , the flow of the mantra starting with the para
“YedAhamEdam Purusham mahAntam” changes in terms of the number of
Aksharas per Padam.

Some expert level books and compilers give the Rishi, Chandas and DevatA
in their books indicating the Padams upto which that mantra starts and ends.
We observed that the Taittirlya Samhita mantra verses are full of many
mantras of various Rishis enjoined together at respective places to complete
the hymn on one DevatA with referene to the book compiled by Shri
Manohar Satwalekar, where such Rishi, Chandas, DevatA reference is

given.
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